[Diffuse gastrointestinal angiodysplasia associated with cryptogenic hepatic cirrhosis and coagulopathy simulating von Willebrand disease].
Angiodysplasic lesions can be located anywhere in the gastrointestinal tract, but most of them are found in the cecum and right colon. Angiodysplasias are very infrequent in the stomach and small bowel. These lesions can be associated with several clinical conditions, such as certain coagulation disorders and liver diseases. We report the case of a diffuse gastrointestinal angiodysplasia in a female patient with idiopathic cirrhosis of the liver who developed a coagulopathy which mimicked von Willebrand disease. After repeated blood transfusions, which were not able to control the anemia of the patient, an antrectomy was performed because most lesions were located in the antrum. The procedure did not achieve a suitable control of the bleeding. Finally, a hormonal therapy combining estrogens and progestagens, was able to control, at least partially, the patient's chronic gastrointestinal bleeding.